Build Artifact Management Design
Supporting Continuous Deployment

Book Publishing Analogy

Our design for build artifact management is fairly close to
library management of physical books. Processes and
actors in the physical realm are labeled in black with their
analogous build artifact management design pairing labeled
in red.

The concept of promoting build artifacts to higher level
repositories as they successfully pass through a gauntlet of
tests slightly strains the analogy with a physical library. For
that part just do what Mr. Rogers would do and pretend to
visit the land of make believe.

Key Technical Points

Source control systems such as ClearCase, Subversion
and Git are optimized for managing changes to text files.

Build artifact repositories such as Artifactory are optimized
for managing binary files such flash images, shared object
libraries, source zip files, and the like.

A command line build is expected to obtain source code
library dependencies by accessing a build artifact
repository.

A command line build should be capable of publishing to
a build artifact repository.

Every build should have the potential to become a release
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